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Wexford County Democratic Party Meeting 

 
Wednesday, January 8th @ 6pm 
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1337 N Mitchell St B. 

Cadillac, MI 49601 
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 Pat P.  Bill A. 

 Erin B.  Chris C. 

 Meg S.  Jerry R.  

 Paula M.   Cindy W. 

 Mark Y.  Janet N. 

 Courtney 
G. 

 Bill F. 

 Jim H.  Anita H. 

 Sue A.   

Guests:  
Marla Courtney (Salvation 
Army/4H/MSU 
Extension/AmeriCorps) 
 
Cathy Albro (Former Chair 
Michigan Rural Caucus) 
  
Jamie Brants (Project 83) 

Agenda Item Discussion/Decisions Action/Responsible Party 
 

*Action Items 

Call to Order Establish Quorum 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Chair established that a quorum was 
present, called the meeting to order 
at 6:00 p.m. and led the party in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

Introductions Welcome new/returning members and guests!  

Guest Speaker: Marla Courtney 
MSU Extension, 4H, AmeriCorps, 
Salvation Army, Jam and Bread, 
Cadillac Arts Council 

Commercial kitchen has allowed for meals to be provided to 
60 people in the past 3 days. Looking to expand nutrition 
options for community members while creating an opportunity 
for youth culinary skill development.  
 
Advocating for working together to coordinate resources for 
our community members.  
 
Kitchen volunteers needed; volunteer application will need to 
be completed. Also seeking donations of milk, butter, and 
eggs.  

Information sharing.  

Review and Approval of 
November Minutes* 

December meeting minutes reviewed. Upon motion duly made and 
seconded, the party unanimously 
accepted the December minutes as 
presented. 

Reports and Updates Chair, Bill Allen:  

• Encourages staying engaged; keep the momentum. 

• Provided information on how to make a monthly gift to 
the Wexford County Democrats through our website at 
http://www.wexforddems.org/donate.html (Act Blue). 
These monies go to the administrative account. 

• Continuing to work on the idea of a symposium that 
features a speaker series. 

 
Vice Chair, Paula Meyers: Deferred. 

 
Treasurer Amanda Moore (provided by Chair):  

• State account: $562.59 

• Administrative account: $5,9515.21 

• December 2024 Expenditures:  
o $252 post-election Pub and Politics Events 
o $250 After 26 Holiday Event 

 
Secretary, Erin Barbus: 

• Shared meeting time/date poll responses and 
recommendation: 

Information sharing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wexforddems.org/donate.html
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o Keep meeting on the 2nd Wednesday if we 
change the time to a 5:30-6:30 meeting with an 
efficient agenda.  

o 1st and 4th Wednesdays @ 6pm work as 
alternates. 

 
Standing Committees: 

• County Committee - No meeting since December 2024; 
no updates.  

• Candidate Recruitment Committee – to be formed; no 
updates. 
 

Ad Hoc Teams: 

• Oasis Food Bank 
o Paula shared the request for new home move in 

kits for three families that are graduating to 
independent housing. 

• Oasis Adopt-a-Family: Final Report 
o Susie provided a summary of WCDP efforts. 

Tremendous response by the group for this 
family. 

• Holiday Event: Final Report 
o Held at After 26 
o 50 people attended, non-political 
o Surprise visit by Santa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion and New Business* January Event*:  
Strategic planning session proposed for Saturday, January 
25th, 10am @ MEA Office. Group discussion.  
 
February Event:  
Pursuing “Movies for the Mind” event in February. Requires 
venue board approval. Discussed potential concerns related 
to venue policy on hosting political events. Clarification that 
this is intended as a social event sponsored by WCDP rather 
than a political event. 
 
Manistee visit 1/11/2025 

• Chair encouraged members to attend Manistee’s 
planning session on January 11th.  

• Ride shares are available.  

• Lunch meeting at the Painted Lady following session.  
 

Upon motion duly made and 
seconded, the party unanimously 
approved a strategic planning session 
meeting for Saturday, January 25th @ 
MEA to start at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information sharing. 
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MDP Race for Chair and Convention (Renaissance Center 
Detroit, MI) 2/22/25 

• Any registered Democrat is eligible to attend. Must be 
registered by January 23rd to vote at the convention. 
Priority is to ensure rural input in election for new party 
chair. Must be present to vote.  
https://michigandems.com/state-convention/ 

• Washtenaw County Democrats hosted a forum for the 
candidates last week, available on their website to view.  

• Michigan Solidarity Coalition is seeking candidates to the 
State Central committee that will make changes to 
campaign finance reform and who will push for single 
payor healthcare in Michigan.  

o State Central Committee is the governing body 
of the Michigan Democratic Party and is made 
up of a group of people elected from each 
congressional district. The number of committee 
members is based on the voting results of each 
district). Important for folks in the 1st and 2nd 
congressional district to show up to vote. Cathy, 
Chris and Amanda Siggins are running for 1st 
district State Central Committee.  

• Voting for State Central Committee is in the afternoon; 
voting for chair is in the late morning.  

 
 
Business meeting schedule change proposals*: 

• Reviewed options. Discussed guest speaker schedule, 
frequency.   

 
February Speaker: Chair is seeking suggestions. 
 
Affiliated  

• Dems 101  
o Book and information available at Democrats 

101 website:  https://www.dems101.org 

• Contest Every Race (CER) 
o An organization that exists to support rural 

areas and get Democrats on the ballot. 
o https://www.contesteveryrace.com 

• Rural Caucus 
o Meets the 2nd Monday of the month via Zoom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upon motion duly made and 
seconded, the party unanimously 
approved changing the meeting time 
to start at 5:30. Will remain 2nd 
Wednesday of the month. 

https://michigandems.com/state-convention/
https://www.dems101.org/
https://www.contesteveryrace.com/
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o Summit will be held April 10th-12th 2025 in Sault 
Ste. Marie 

o Excellent networking opportunity 
o Sign up to be a member of the Michigan 

Democratic Party Rural Caucus at  
https://mdpruralcaucus.com 

• 2nd Congressional District 
o John Helge will be new head of district 

• Michigan Democratic Party 
o Reorganizing! 

For the Good of the Cause • If interested in volunteering at Salvation Army contact 
Marla at 231-883-3043 or call the Salvation Army 231-
775-7131. 

• Coffee chats on Fridays at After 26 10:00 a.m. Invite 
someone to come along! 

• Chair is pursuing expanding access to meetings via 
Zoom.  

• Email suggestion that WCDP members volunteer on the 
MLK holiday shared. Discussion around possible 
opportunities. 

• Chair shared air quality study opportunity; requires 
sharing Wi-Fi to transmit data.  

• Republican Party is actively reaching out to the Michigan 
Farm Bureau constituency/base (letters, phone calls). 
Mark encourages the Democratic Party to take similar 
action.  

• Chris updated the group that he is doing outreach to 
groups that are effective using social media platforms to 
develop content for Democratic Party information 
sharing.  

• Lake County Democratic Party will not continue without 
new leadership. Chris will be doing outreach to Lake 
County party members to let them know they are not 
alone and encourage them to reform the party. 

• Chair shared holiday correspondence from Love INC. 

• Meg shared there is a Women’s March on Saturday, 
January 18th. Information is available on the Traverse 
Indivisible website. 

• Idea raised to pursue the ability to take donations to the 
WCDP in crypto currency. 

• Jerry stressed importance of having a public 
relations/communications lead for the WCDP that 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vice Chair will follow up with other 
members to investigate volunteer 
options. 
 
Chair will follow up with MEA Director 
as a potential local site for the air 
study opportunity. 

https://mdpruralcaucus.com/
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Notes Provided by: Erin Barbus 

promotes all that the party is doing, recruits new 
members. 

• Group discussion around opportunities for visibility, pop 
ups at community events.  

Adjourn Meeting adjourned at 8:07p.m.  

Next Meeting 
February 12th 5:30pm 

MEA Office 


